
 
 

Nightmare at Scapa Flow = Pictures 
 

 
 
  Following German routine, the handwritten log of the U-47 was typed and 
copies sent to the Commanding Officers concerned. The three pages covering the 
Scapa Flow action are reproduced here. 
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  The U-47 sailing from a French port. Prien is on the right. 



 

 
 
  HMS ROYAL OAK during the First World War at full speed showing her guns 
at full elevation. 
 

 
 
  Construction of the Churchill Barriers. This is number 4 Barrier, between 
South Ronaldsay and Burray. The Lower arm in the centre of the photograph 
now blocks Kirk Sound which U-47 used to enter Scapa Flow. 
 

 
 
  HMS ROYAL OAK at anchor in Scapa Flow in 1939. The torpedoes struck 
amidships and aft. 
 



 
 
  The U-47. 
 

 
 
  Land was only 1000 yards away but few survivors reached its safety. The 
plaque on the buoy reads: ‘This marks the wreck of HMS ROYAL OAK and the 
grave of her crew. Respect their resting place. Unauthorised diving prohibited.’ 
 

 
 



  Günther Prien and Oberleutnant Hans Wessel receiving congratulations from 
the builders of U-47. 
 

 
 
  Günther Prien being honoured by Hitler, October 1939. 
 

 
 
  Günther Prien being greeted by Vice Admiral Dönitz on 13 December 1939. 
 



 
 
  Part of one of the torpedoes which hit HMS Royal Oak on 14 October 1939. 
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