THE U.S. ARMY CAMPAIGNS of the MEXICAN WAR

GUNS ALONG the RIO GRANDE

PALO ALTO and RESACA de la PALMA
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General Tavlor (National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution)

as Taylor’s supply depot. Supplies came by ship across the Gulf of Mexico
to an offshore island, moved by ferry to Point Isabel, and then went over-
land to Fort Texas, twenty miles to the west.

General Mariano Arista commanded Mexico’s Army of the North
defending Matamoros. Responsible for guarding the Texas frontier, his
force was the best trained and motivated in the Mexican army. Arista
considered Taylor’s arrival on the Rio Grande an act of aggression and
demanded that the Army of Occupation withdraw north of the Nueces
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Major Ringgold (National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution)

the 5th Infantry regiment into a square formation and directed 1st
Lt. Randolph Ridgely to rush his two-gun section to the area. When
Torrejon’s force emerged from the chaparral and charged the west side
of the square, concentrated musket and 6-pound artillery fire forced it
to pull back. The Mexicans regrouped and attempted to swing further
west around the 5th Infantry’s arc of fire to strike the American wag-
ons, but blundered into range of the 3d Infantry. Deployed in a square,
the force poured fire into the attacking cavalry. In the end, Torrejon
retreated to the Mexican line with heavy casualties. The Americans
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Charles A. May, 2d dragoons, charging a Mexican battery during the
Battle of Resaca de la Palma (U.S. Army Art Collection)
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