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THE “NORTHERN FRONTIER" OF THE

WAR OF 1812-1815

1. 5t Joseph Island
[Fort 5t. Joseph]

2. Michilimackinac
Island Mackinac)
[Fort Mackinac/Fort
Michilimackinac]

3. Detroit [Fort Detroit]

4. Sandwich {Windsor)

&, Monguagon/Maguaga

& Amherstburg (Malden)
[Fort Amherstbung]

7. Brownstown

8. Frenchtown

S Pemysburg [Fort
Meigs]

10. [Fort Stephenson]

11. Put-in-Bay

12, Moravianstown

13. Longwoods

14. Port Dover

15. Erie {PA)

16. Fort Erie [Fort Erig]

17. BuifaloyBlack Rock

18. Chippawa

18. [Fort Schlosser)

20. Queenston

21. Lewiston

22 Newark [Miagara-
on-the-Lake)

[Fort George, Fort
Mississaugal

23.[Fort Niagara]
24 Stoney Creak

28 Ancaster

256. Burlington Heights

27 _York (Toronto) [Fort
York]

28_50dus [NY)

29 Osweno [Fort
Oswegal

30. Sackets Harbor
[Fort Tompkins, Fort
Yolunteer]

31 _Kingston [Fort
Frederick, Fort Henry]

32 _French Creek

33. Elizabethtown/
Brockville

34. Mormisburg
{Morriswilla) [NY)

35 Prescott [Fort
Woallingtorn]

35. Ogdensburg

37. Chryslers Farm

38. Hamilton
(Waddington) {NY)

35_French Mills

40. Coteau-du-Lac

41. Cedars

42 Montreal

43. Chateauquay

44 Isle aux Noix

45. Plattsburg

The “Northern frontier” of the War of 1812-1815.
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Locations alo the iaga River.

17, 5t Davids

18 Shipman's Comers (St
19, Beaver Dams

20, DeCou Ml

21. Stoney Creek
22_King's Head Inn

23, Burlington Hesghts (Hamiltan)
24, Ancastor
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The “Detroit frontier” in 1812.

The plan of the town and fortifications at Detroit in 1812.
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A detail from a contemporary map of the defences constructed during the war to
protect the vital supply depot and shipbuilding centre of Kingston.
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The Battle of Matilda (September 16, 1812).

The British garrison post at Prescott, the first (easternmost) real defensive
fortification on the St. Lawrence River in Upper Canada.



The upper (southern) end of the Niagara River as it flows out from Lake Erie and
the various military positions established in 1812.



The lower (norhern) half of the Niaga River.



e = e ¢

THE BATTLE OF QUEENSTON HEIGHTS,

OCTOBER 13, 1812

I omMmpopomome

Hamilton Dock and Landing
Cueenston Government Dock

Redan Battery

Governmem Hospital and Barmacks
Vrooman's Point Battery

Fort Gray Battery

Lewiston Dock {U.S. 1812 imvasion
embarkation point}

U5 1812 invasion initial landing point
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| Genaral Brook's counterattack to regain
the coptured guns

730 am. - B30 am

1. UL, wnits Mmoo out oF the baachhoad
Into tha village (1, 1a) and establish a
parimater of shirmeshors amang i
houses and (18, 1) wiilly (hose
it th sl 1) form m akimish
iy ranating from the sillage up onto thi
hitlsiches (1, 1. Buccossive wives of
reervnnCamants land and taks up POt
1o macine the willage (11, 1g)

2. U8, dmachimann movd up 10
ASCApment () and socund the Cudenson-
Chippava Partage Road (a),

3, General Brock gathors & componde

force of datachimans ab th noeth ond
of Cumenston (3. He then maches his

i anoee o i nstng : S| 4. Adver the BritisrvCanadian advance i
e L ; R by Amarican fire (4], Gonesal Brock
o out in from of hes line and |s shot
v - y whila rallying his men (X),

B, The Beitish’Canadian forca retreats back
10 thin ideth and of the village (5).

l\\'

Lisutenant Colonel John
Mnodonell's counleratiack.

B30 am. -9:30 am.

1. Lisutenant Cosonel Macdoned
ralias the defending wroops (1)
and makes A wide Swaep to the
weast (1) before attacking tha
Americans along the siope of the
fscarpment Bhove the village
(11}, whea minia detachments
securs his flank (1c, 14).

2. The Anaccan sikimish e
2} i3 pressed back wp the hill
towand the redan battery (C),

4. With a groathy rduced num-
ber of boats {4, the Americans
contine o build up their lorces
» i i in the village (4a) while additional
A—— e CE g ‘B TS Mo U Nt the escap-
o Mt O Secud e AmenCan
posions from counterattack

B 1 A AHE

:.F—'L—':.—Jmm/: v froe Chippawa (4]




T idetoisr Fouten tnkan Tirsd by the Notive warriars,
led by John Morton and later by Genernl Sheale's
ocolumn to gain the heights to attack the Amencans
tram the rear {south).

B:30 am. — hoon,

1. US. reaviovcernens contines 1o land (1) at the
governmant dock (8] and mesh out thew defenshe
penmeter to the edge of the village (1a, 10}

2. British'Canadian troops (2) at the Vrooman's Poant
battery (E} awah minfoecements trom Forl Geonge.

3. MNative foroes under John Movton @i (3] and
mav Souln foliowing the troefine of fh lomest (3a)
Hearing od Brock's death from some milita retreating
torwerd Virmoman's Point ([3b), many wismiors shandon
the advance (3c). A Core group of pProeematehy
gty wamions continue this advante wist to mach a
pathway (off map) ihat leads up the escarpment (3d).
Thie mitia detachment Continues its retreal toward the
BEseMibly Brea at Vrooman's Pont [3e)

4. Genaral Sheaffe arrives with minforoemonts ag
‘rooman's Pont (4). and deciding against & drect

5. Canadian mdita and Hoicrodi's artllery adwvance
directly toward the vifage 1o fu e American unts
Dew e escapment o place (5)

B, General Sheaffa’s cobimn moves ACrDEs country ina
witle detour {6, Ga, Bbj 1o connect with the Ousenston-
28 Dmwvids Road joff map) and folow Nofon's routs o
thee 0P OF th escarpment

7. The Amencan terry SyStem collapses &5 Amercan
uelits reduss 10 Croas, whild MCreasing rmbers of
whatever boats are avadable 10 escape back across
the Miagara Fiver (7a), onfy to come under fme kom
rooman's battery,

Leewtenam Coloned Windield Scoll. Placed in charge of
artillieny At Lewiston, he subsagquently left his desighated
st {withiont omnders) b0 join the imanion, and led the
Amorican ol ) o succession of it Dayono
charges againsi the Brtish Native hamssing atiecks.

Froam om Gorgee CunnSpmsat B it Corliedmn, vl L oty of e Bad i moud B Conisip
sstrrcal Scckely P s Linary, Duftss, WY
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The Mative harassing attacks and Winfield Scott's
counterattacks.

Moon — 1:00 p.m.

1. U.S. troops in Queension (1) and on the lower slope
of the escarpment (1a) attempt to Maintzin a weak-
ENiNg perimeter to control the village, as increasing
numbers of men attempt to return to the Amencan side
of the river or hide alorg the riverbank (1b, 1c). Other
units (1d) mowe up the escarpment from the redan bat-
tery {C) ard join the main body of US. troops (1e, 16
controlling the Portage Road and the high ground.

2. Reaching the top of the escarpment, Morton's war-
riors (2) mowve up under cover of the treeline, cross the
Portage Road (2a) and commence a harassing attack
{2 on the Amencan left flank (2c).

2. Lisutenant Colons Winfeld Scott, withessing the
British Mative allies attacking the eft flank, leads a
body of formed troops in a bayonet charge (3} against
ihe Matives, drving them off (38). However, the
Natives simply mowve to their left and regroup before
attacking once again (3b). Winfeld Scott is then
forced to repeatedly mowve 10 this right and maks a
number of bayonet charges, while the Natives simply
keeep moving to their left and reengage at will 2c, 3d,
3e). Reaching the British hospital and bamacks on
the heights {0} both sides disengage, with part of the
MNative force remaining at the trealine (3f) above the
escarpment, while others move down the slope (29}
to outflank the Amercan positions above the village.
Winfeld Scott withdraws his forces o secure the
American right flank (3h).
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General Sheaffe's column arives on the battlefield,
redeploys, and countermarches in front of the enemy.

1230 pm =230 p.m.

1. General Sheaife's column reaches the top of the
escarpment and athvances (1) to the Portape Road

and moves south (1), heading toward the Amenican
pasitions. i then halts for almost an hoor (18], whils
under long-range artillery harassment from Fort Gray, 1o
await the amival of reinforcemeant units from Chippawa.

2. General Shaaife decides that the main part of the
columnis in “clubbed® [Rversel sequence to his
planned ocrder of attack [[.e., with its left flank (L) in
front) {2). He therefore orders its ronderng to place the
right flank (A) in front (2a).

3. Upon advancing, the broken ground and woods
prevent a proper deployment of the column oo the left
into a {L-F} liree (3). 1t is therefore forced 10 deplay in
reverse order 1o the rght (3a) causing the line to club
{R-L} when it is formed (3b0).

4. Forced to reorganize once more, Sheaffe reforms
his column {R-L) (4} and marches it to the left (4a)

and then countermarches to the right {L-R} (45). The
column then forms line to the front in the comect (L-A)
sequence {4c). At the same time, the left wing of the
British lin2 extends to the ascarpment (4d)

5. Surprisingly, the American line on the escarpment

{5, Ba, &b, 5¢) makes no move 1o attack the British
while they are reonganizing ard vulnerable. Increasing
numbers of Americans begin to abandon their positions
amnd sesk to return 1o the riverbank in order to find
passage to the Americarn side of the river (Bd, 58, 5f).

6. Reinforcemeants from Chippawa (6) armive 3s the
British lin2 is finalizing its deploymeants. The Chippawa
force extend the British line to the right (Ga, 6b) as the
entire British line advances and bagins to fire on the
Americans.

7. 0n the escarpment slope, the British Mative allies {1
and Canadian militias (72} also begin their main attack
on the weakening American positions directly below
the escarpment
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The American invasion collapses ax the British/
Canadian/Mative alliance press forward.

230 p.m. - 3220 p.m.

1. The British/Canadian/Mative line (1, 1a) advances
upon the American line (b, 1) and the two formations

engage in a close-range irsfight for several villeys.

2. Under pressure from Brtish Mative allies and
Canadian miliia units (2, 2a), the American flanks start
to waver and begin 1o retire (20, 2c). U5, General
Wadsworth orders a fighting withdrawal to the baats.
Howeaver, once the American retreat beqins it rapidly
degenerates inte 2 rout (2d).

3. Below the escarpment, British regular and Canadian
milita detachments press forwand (3, 33) as the
American perimeter in the village collapses (3b).

4. The Americans are pressed into an ever-decreasing
pocket (4) around the government dock (B), where
groups of individuals attermpt to escape in whatever
boats remain aflcat {da), try 10 Swimn across the rver
{4h), or hide in the underbrush bordering the river to
evade capture (4c). The battle ends with the surmender
of the American beachhead.



| The ascend Amercan force eagtures the
kridge st Frenchman’s Cresk, while the
British force trom Fort Ere minfoh 1o fetoke
the bredges and recpen communications with
Chippawn.

400 am — 500 am.

1. Hearmg gunifra from ihe riversics Dationes,
Major Ormsby &t Fort Ere (1] leads a strong
dEachimant 00 & witke dedour B3 appeoach the
gl Pasions from e cover of the Borest (1a).
Mipeting the rdraating detachmaris from tha
batierins {15], Demsby changas his ine-of-manch,
hending for Frenchman’s Croes b0 gt additonal
nesfoncerments [1¢)

2. Lieutenpr Colonel Boerstier's Hodilla (2 s
dhebected upan tier Spproach b Frenchman’s
Creal (23) and = fred wpon Dy Lisuienan
Bartiey's roops (2h). Mowang downstream
whide under a heawy hra and wath =i lsazd beo
boAls sunk (), most of e remaining boats
abandon the crossing and retreat {24). The
mmpinng roops of Bogrriler's force land R2e)
and are immediately engaged by Bartiey's wnit
i), Overahisimed, the defendans ans fonsd
1o retreat (2], lEaving the Drdge in ATnencan
hands [2h)

3. Captasn King beaves bening guarts on the
imerEide Quins (3} while the ramaindes of his
slranoed Sorce moves o, seanching for
baoats io make ther Ccrossing Ba, 3b). Locabng
twh-small skifls, King sends part of hes losca back
Wyt e seepunded and presoness {3c), while e
aindl it remiaindar SOCuey 6 Andrby BErmficuis
3cl) b0 awead e Doats” et

4, Lsgtenant Bastiey's relreaiing delachment mosis
Major Ormisby's fovca (4], infoerming him of the Capsre
ol whvr bvicige, Cirnsiny mowes on Feenchiman's Gk
by el o Eha B Bnd re-Open CoMimuncatsans with
Ceppawa (4a)
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The British retake the bridge at Frenchman’s Creek
and link up with the relief column from Chippawa
before advancing to capture Captain King's
stranded troops and retaking the riverside batieries.

00 am —630am.

1. Ormmsby's force {1) drives off the few Americans at
the Frenchman's Creek bridge (12}, who retreat to their
landing point {1b) only to find they have been aban-
doned by Boarstler, wha is already retreating across
the river (1c).

2. Bisshopp's relief column from Chippawsa armives at
dawn [2), captures the abandoned Amerncans, and
unites with Ormsby (223}

. The combined Briish/Canadian force advance on
the riverside battenes to recapture them &) and come
across King's unit at the farmbouwse (3a) Surrounded,
King surrenders, while kis relief boats, seeing the
British at the farmhouwse, abandon their retum trip (3b).
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A plan of Fort Erie as it appeared in late 1812,

MNortheast two-5tor2y stone “Mess™ House
Southeast two-storey “Mess” House
Southwest bastion, anly consisting of a stone foundation to ground level
Morthwest bastion foundation trace, no construction work
Westarn woodsn blockhouse in the westermn wooden picket wall
East artillery platform
, H. I Civilian and Military wanehouses
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The “Upper Canada Preserved” medal was produced, but never officially issued,
by the Loyal and Patriotic Society of Upper Canada in 1814. Originally created as
a limited edition of sixty gold and 550 silver medals, most were deliberately
destroyed in 1840.

The York Road, J.P. Cockburn, artist, circa 1830. Part of the main road linking
Kingston to York under good travelling conditions for the period.

-

Corduroy Road near Guelp;h, Upper Canada, H.B. Martin, artist, circa 1832. A
“corduroy” road, constructed of baulks of cut timber, designed to create a raised
pathway for wagons to drive (bone-jarringly) through regions of wet or swampy
ground.



Encampment of the Royal Regiment at London, Upper Canada, F.H. Ainslie,
artist, circa 1842. British troops encamp as best they can amidst the oversized
stumps of the ever-present trees.
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View of the Falls of Niagarai (1801), lithograph by A.M. Hoffy, J. Vanderlyn (artist),
circa 1840. The Great Falls of Niagara as seen from below Table Rock.



View from the Head of the Whirlpool Falls of Niagara, C.B.B. Estcourt, artist,
circa 1838. A period and modern view, looking north (downriver) along the
Niagara Gorge, around the whirlpool, towards Queenston.
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View from Queenston Heights, F. Hall, artist, 1816. The strategic military
importance of the commanding “Heights” on the escarpment is evident in these
views. Queenston lies to the bottom left. Beyond lies Newark and Fort Niagara at
the mouth of the river (upper centre), and the north side of Lake Ontario (skyline).

The Shawnee War Chief, Tecumseh (Leaping Panther). Artist unknown. The
lynchpin of the Native alliance opposing the westward expansion of the Americans



in the pre-war period, he was also a crucial element in Upper Canada’s defense
during the War of 1812. He was killed in action against the Americans at
Moraviantown, Upper Canada, in October 1813.

U.S. President James Madison (artist unknown) signed the declaration of war
against Great Britain on June 18, 1812.

General Henry Dearborn, (artist unknown) the senior American general at the
commencement of the war. He was a veteran political appointee and relic of the
Revolutionary conflict of nearly forty years previous.



Major General Sir Isaac Brock K.B., G.T. Berthon, artist, circa 1883. In 1812,
Isaac Brock held the cumulative titles of senior military commander for Upper
Canada, lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada and president of the Upper Canada

Executive Council. News of his knighthood only arrived in Canada following his
death.




Sir George Prevost, S.W. Reynolds, artist, date unknown. Appointed governor-in-
chief and commander-in-chief of the British forces in British North America in
1811, Sir George proved to be an able civil and political administrator.
Unfortunately, his on-field military command capabilities were not as strong.
Following flawed decisions made during the Plattsburg campaign of 1814, he was
recalled to England at the end of the war to face a court martial inquiry. He died a
month before the inquiry began.

Brigadier General William Hull (artist unknown). The American commander at the
fall of Detroit — the first of many military failures for the American war effort in
1812.

The American fortifications at the island of Michilimackinac [Mackinac].



Fort George, E. Walsh, artist, circa 1805. The parade ground and officer’s mess at
Fort George in the pre-war period. (Below): A 2012 view of the reconstructed
officer’s mess in the National Historic site of Fort George at Niagara-on-the-Lake.
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Kingston, Sir E.W. Grier, artist, circa 1896 (after Admiral Henry Bayfield R.N.). A
view of the shipyards at Point Frederick (centre) and the town of Kingston (right
distant), as it looked at the end of the war from the hillside alongside Fort Henry
(left).



Kingston, 1815, E. E V1da1 artlst 1815. ThlS 1mage isa detall taken from a larger
painting showmg Fort Henry as the Americans would have seen it from their
ships.

Watercolours (artist not known) depicting two of many varieties of gunboat used
during the War of 1812, showing how the combination of both sail and oar were
required for manoeuvering through the narrow channels and swift currents of the
St. Lawrence River near Kingston and the Thousand Islands region.

A view from the 1813 earthen ramparts of Fort Wellington at Prescott. The
existing central blockhouse is a postwar construction. The far bank, beyond the
St. Lawrence River, is the United States.



General Stephen Van Rensselaer, artist unknown. Manipulated into a command
he did not want, he later became the scapegoat for the American defeat at
Queenston.

New York State Governor, Daniel D. Tompkins. Political opponent of General
Stephen Van Rensselaer, he used the general’s defeat at Queenston to win re-
election.



Brigadier General Alexander Smyth, the self-proclaimed military “expert” who
made considerable contributions to the failures experienced by the American
military on the Niagara frontier in 1812.

& {;%'L =

(Above) Fort Niagara, J.E. Woolford, artist, circa 1821. Fort Niagara, as seen from
alongside a Canadian battery position located at Newark. (Below) The same view
in 2012.
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(Above): Fort Niagara, H. Slade, artist. This postwar view of Fort Niagara shows
the garrison as it appeared during the war, with the roofs of the “French Castle”
and blockhouses removed to facilitate the mounting of artillery. The main
(riverside) gate of the fort from 1812-15 can be clearly seen, as can the (by then
collapsing) perimeter picket walls. (Below) The same view in 2012.



Colonel Solomon Van Rensselaer (artist unknown). Cousin to General Simon Van
Rensselaer and military commander of the initial American attack at Queenston.

Fr S T

View at Queens Town of West Landing, Upper Canada, Sempronius Stretton,
artist, 1805. The Hamilton House is prominent in this early view of Queenston, as
are the “heights” and Portage Road, winding its way up the escarpment. The
redan battery would later be built just below the right-hand sweeping curve of the
road.



Huts near the landing (Queenston), E. Simcoe, artist, circa 1793. The government
dock at the village of Queenston in 1793, as seen from immediately above the
1812 American embarkation point. The American landing zone at the foot of the
escarpment is to the left, hidden behind the rising ground and two tree stumps.
(Below) The “landing” in 2012.

Queenston, O. Staples, artist (after E. Simcoe), 1913. Looking south to Queenston
from the strategic vantage point of the Vrooman’s Point battery location in 1792.



1. UL forces (1) embark at Lewision (G} and make

B Ouesnsion Govenment Dock their initial landing (1) (H) above the Sovernment

C  FRedan Baliery Diock (8]

D Government Hospitsl and Barracks 2. Pushing back i mitial cppositon (2, thy

E ‘wooman's Pomt Batery Amencans move up ints the viiage and engage ihe

F  Fort Griy Battery dedenders (), Following a series of engagements,

G Lewiston Dock (L5, 1842 invasion embarkation the Amencans are forced back 1o the rverbank (2b)
o) 3. Lookng 1o outfiank the defenders, US. deach-

H U5 1812 invasion, mitial landing poim mants. (3) move up the rvesbank and locate the

“Fighonman's Path” {3a). Thiey climb the hill [@30) and
assgult the redan battery (G} frem the rear [3c).

The same vantage in 2012. Including the relative movement of the American
forces and various positions at the time of the battle.

View from Queenston Heights, G. Heriot, artist, circa 1805. The view from the
Portage Road, drawn just downhill from the redan battery. The government dock
is visible at bottom right and the road through Queenston [Front Street] at left.

Unable to acquire the actual ground, the 1850s committee looking to erect a
monument to mark the point where General Brock actually fell were forced to
locate it almost two blocks away. Therefore, they inscribed the location as being
located “Near this spot.” Not, as popular history has it, halfway up the hill



towards the redan battery, but down slope, nearer to the Secord family home and
present-day museum.

Major General R.H. Sheaffe in later life. He was forty-nine years old in October
1812. Although the technical “victor” of the Battle of Queenston Heights, history
has denied him the appropriate credit. Subsequently, as lieutenant governor of
Upper Canada, Sheaffe was unable to maintain the alliances developed by Brock
and came under increasing levels of criticism. He was eventually replaced and
reassigned to Montreal in June 1813.

Brock’s Monument as it looks today. The second one to be built, it marks the
epicentre of the fighting at the climax of the Battle of Queenston Heights. The
area, which was once a landscape of fields, farmsteads, military buildings, and



dense forest, is now a manicured park that attracts tourists from around the
globe.

(Above) A View of Fort George Upper Canada, E. Walsh, artist, circa 1813. Fort
George as seen from a riverside American fortification upriver of Fort Niagara. The
Navy Hall complex of buildings can be seen at centre left. (Below) Modern
waterfront developments encroach on the same view of Fort George in 2012.
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Above and below: Two views of the reconstructed National Historic site of Fort
George as seen in 2012 from the American side of the Niagara River.

The powder and ammunition magazine building at Fort George. Hit by hot-shot
on October 13, 1812, but saved from exploding by the heroism of Captain Henry
Vigoureux (R.E) and his team of volunteers.




Even today the isolated position of the garrison of Fort Erie in winter is clearly
seen.

U.S. Secretary of War John Armstrong, who reluctantly accepted the appointment
of secretary of war in replacement of the inept Dr. Eustis, but who subsequently
failed to improve the record of the American military in the year to come.




